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Regular Meeting, September 16, 2009
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, September 16, 2009, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance were Commissioners Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, John Divis and Charlene Janecek.  Ex-officio member Fire Chief Charles Greeney Jr. was also present, as was Judy Brown, Recording Secretary.

Item 1 - Approval of August 18, 2009 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to approve August 18, 2009 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to add two items to the agenda - under Old Business - Farmer's Market Report and under New Business - H1N1 Report.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2 - Audience of Citizens - none.

Item 3 - Report of Fire Marshal

In the absence of the Fire Marshal, Judy Brown reported that the Fire Marshal is once again receiving his emails at the Town Hall and the First Selectman's secretary is printing them out.  However, due to the fact his email account was inactive for several months he wasn't getting any emails from the State and wasn't receiving information regarding training classes.  As a result he is short for his required training hours.  The Fire Marshal is required to have 90 training hours in a 3 year period, which ends October 1, 2010.  Fire Marshal Negrelli currently has 19 1/2 hours so has to make up the difference within the next year.  Negrelli has been attempting to contact the Deputy State Fire Marshal to see if he can get an extension for those hours, but has not received a return phone call yet.  He is optimistic he will be able to make up the remaining hours before October 1, 2010.  Negrelli also noted that in the future seminar materials are being emailed to the participants who must print them out and bring them to the class.  Brown noted she advised the Fire Marshal she would be available to print out emails for him if the Selectman's secretary was not available for any reason.  

Item 4 - Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted things are going well with the new UHF radios.  There have been a lot of medical calls and a couple of motor vehicle accidents.

Item 5 - Report of First Selectman 

J. Brown noted the First Selectman could not attend due to a conflict with another meeting but requested updates on the following items - assessment of the farmer's market operation, the Board's interest in participating in the ARRA (stimulus) funding (any items the Hose Company could use to increase energy efficiency in the building?) and comments regarding H1N1 preparation.  

There was discussion regarding efficiency of the building and it was determined there are no needs at this time.

The Farmer's Market and the H1N1 will be discussed later on the agenda.

Item 6 - Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance noted there will be an exercise on September 24th between the hours of 2 and 4 PM.  Discussion will center around preparation for a hurricane - what to prior to 72 hours of its arrival, within 72 hours, within 48 hours, within 24 hours.  

There was discussion regarding radio reception.  It was noted the Health Department radio has now been programmed.

There was a brief discussion regarding emergency management grants and whether or not equipment would be included.  The grant starts October 1st, the town doesn't know what the amount is until December 1st and then doesn't know whether or not it will be receiving a grant until February 1st.  If there are any funds available in February that aren't committed, they might re-enact the equipment funding.

Chairman Severance briefly reviewed the Scott Air Packs.  He noted the current ones are very heavy and cumbersome.  There has been a problem with firefighters falling backwards due to its weight.  The Federal Government has funded a vendor who has developed a prototype which is smaller.  It carries 20 percent more air and is significantly lighter.  The price has not been established yet.  The Hose Company needs to think about this for future planning.  Chief Greeney noted the current Scott Air Packs cost $5600 to replace.  

Item 7 - Financial Report

(a) 2009-2010 Budget

Chief Greeney noted everything is going well with the budget.

Item 8 - Old Business

(a) Farmer's Market Report

It was noted there has not been a recent Farmer's Market Safety Report.  Chief Greeney noted he drove through there a couple Sundays ago and one of the vendors actually walked right out in front of him carrying a bottle of wine.  Chairman Severance noted he drove through the previous Sunday and a man and woman thought the road was closed and just walked out in front of him.  Severance did note the cones were up and the area back to the corner was empty.  He also noted the loud music has seemed to stop.  


Chief Greeney and Chairman Severance noted this will continue to be a problem until the Route 154 bridge is open and Main Street can be closed.  Hopefully nothing will happen in the meantime.  They did acknowledge that people are driving through the area very slowly.  

Charlene Janecek noted she heard from some business owners that they liked it better the weekend the Farmer's Market was held at the Water Street property.  Some business owners have stated they have lost business on Sundays now because their normal patrons don't want to deal with the it.

Both Chief Greeney and Chairman Severance noted they have not seen a police officer on duty at the Farmer's Market since the first week of its opening.

Item 9 - New Business

(a) H1N1 Report

Chief Greeney reviewed preparation steps for the H1N1 virus.  He has divided his people into 3 categories.  Those dealing with patients on a daily basis will be in the first round of shots.  The priority for individuals is the following - pregnant women, infants, individuals supplying direct child care of those 6 months and under, 6 months to age 4, age 5 to age 24 with underlying conditions, after that up to age 65.  

Chairman Severance noted there is still a debate as to whether there will be one shot or two for the H1N1.  It is also being recommended individuals get both the regular flu shot and the H1N1 flu shot.  Severance reviewed how the virus is spread and noted it has a very short life span outside of the body.  He indicated the one most important thing everyone is being told is to wash your hands several times a day or when coming into contact with someone who is ill.

Item 10 - Adjournment

Motion by Janecek, second by Schreiber, to adjourn at 8:20 PM.  Voting in favor - Janecek, Schreiber, Divis, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

