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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held a special meeting on Thursday, May 21, 2009, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, John Divis, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-officio member Fire Chief Charles Greeney Jr. was also present.  First Selectman Thomas Marsh arrived during the meeting, as did Nancy Freeborn.

Item 1:  Approval of April 15, 2009 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to approve April 15, 2009 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Zanardi, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:  Audience of Citizens - none.

Item 3:  Report of Fire Marshal - none.

Item 4:  Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted he has been in contact with The Connecticut Water Company relative to water main work in the area of Route 148, High Street, Jagger Lane, Bates Lane, etc.  There was discussion regarding two new hydrants.  

Chairman Severance commended Chief Greeney on his professionalism at a recent meeting attended by both the Chief and the Chairman.  

Item 5:  Report of First Selectman - none.

Item 8:  Old Business

(b) Farmer's Market

Nancy Freeborn was present.  Ms. Freeborn noted the current plan is to not close Main Street.  The vendors tents will be located in the parking spaces along Main Street.   Chief Greeney noted emergency vehicles will just have to use caution, as they currently do when people just either pull out or walk out in front of them.  Chairman Severance asked Ms. Freeborn if the merchants were in favor of this plan with no parking in Town. Ms. Freeborn noted they were okay with it.  She indicated Century 21 was concerned but they don't open until noon on Sunday.  The chef at The Pattaconk indicated they don't really need any parking in front of the restaurant.  Chief Greeney reiterated this plan won't really change anything from today or Sunday.  Emergency vehicles will just have to do due diligence in moving through that area as they do now.  Chief Greeney also noted he will be present on the first Sunday to observe and see how things go and whether anything needs to be changed.  There was a consensus of members that the Chairman communicate with the First Selectman that the Board of Fire Commissioners has no objections to the revised plan for the Farmer's Market.  

Item 6:  Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance reviewed a recent meeting of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities where enforcement, fire, EMS, public works issues were discussed.  On June 6th there is another all day conference for Emergency Management Directors on legal rights, etc.

Chairman Severance noted the American Legion will be launching a neighborhood assistance program in late September or early October.  A brochure is being printed up and there will be an insert for people who have special needs or disabilities.  

Item 7:  Financial Report

(a) 2008-2009 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the budget is doing fine, there is only one month left in this fiscal year.  

(b) 2009-2010 Budget

Chief Greeney noted this budget goes to Town Meeting on May 27, 2009.  First Selectman Marsh arrived during this discussion.  He noted the Town Operating Budget was actually less than what was presented in 2005.  There was a brief discussion regarding town assessments.

Item 8:  Old Business

(a) Emergency Management Grant Equipment Wish List

Chairman Severance noted he received verbal approval to get the radio equipment for 6 vehicles.  He is awaiting an email confirmation.  This will have to be done by June 30th.  Severance noted the 7th radio is still needed and if it can't be done in the next quarter, then it will have to be done after October 1st.  

Chief Greeney noted the grant money for the Fire Department in the amount of $6,350.00 has been found.  It was deposited in the General Fund of the Town, but actually belongs to the Hose Company.  Chairman Severance will email the First Selectman to remind him to check with Mr. Evankow to straighten this out.  

First Selectman Marsh noted the Town has stimulus money available to it and asked that he be notified if any of the Town buildings need to have boilers or windows or similar items pertaining to energy conservation replaced.  

Item 9:  New Business - none.

Item 10:  Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to adjourn at 8:15 PM.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Janecek, Zanardi, Divis, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
