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Regular Meeting, May 19, 2010
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, May 19, 2010, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli and Deputy Chief James Gryzbowski were also present.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM.

1.  Approval of April 21, 2010 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to approve April 21, 2010 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Janecek, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

2.  Audience of Citizens – none.

3.  Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli gave a status report on burning permits, inspections (Camp Hazen) and seminars.  He noted he will be starting inspections on gas docks in the next couple of days.  He also noted there is a question as to whether or not Fire Marshals are supposed to be inspecting marinas.  Negrelli indicated marina inspections were discontinued from the Fire Marshal's responsibility some time ago and no one was doing them.  This has now come up again and it's unclear as to what will be happening.  Negrelli noted there is another seminar that he will be attending on May 25th regarding the new fire code that takes effect on July 1st.    

Fire Marshal Negrelli indicated he has finally been in touch with Mike regarding his radio.  Mike is looking into getting him a one frequency radio for UHF.  Not sure as to the cost at this point.  Negrelli asked where the money was to come from to pay for the new radio.  Chairman Severance advised Negrelli to discuss this matter with Chief Greeney to see whether this can be taken out of the radio communications line item for the fire department.

Fire Marshal Negrelli departed the meeting at this time.

4.  Report of Fire Chief

Deputy Chief Gryzbowski noted everything was going fine.  There really wasn't anything to report.

5.  Report of First Selectman – none.

6.  Report of Emergency Management Director – none.

7.  Financial Report


(a) 2009-2010 Budget

It was noted everything looks good for the 2009-2010 fiscal year budget.


(b) 2010-2011 Budget

It was noted the budget vote is scheduled for May 25th.  

8.  Old Business


(a) Fire House Expansion

Deputy Chief Gryzbowski noted the walls and footings have been poured and all drainage is done for the new building.  They are working on getting the piping in the ground and in the next couple of weeks getting the floor down.

Chairman Severance asked how the fund drive was going.  Gryzbowski noted it is close to $25,000.  There is a lot of donated labor and materials.  Support has been tremendous.  They are still talking about the “buy a brick” program, but haven't worked out the details yet.


(b) Water Street Bridge, Waterhole Project

Deputy Chief Gryzbowski noted there was nothing further to report.  This is the 3rd go around and 3rd design in the last 10 years.  It is anticipated this will be done as part of the Water Street Bridge Project.


(c) Marine Emergency Exercise

It was noted there is no full scale marine exercise this year.  There will, however, be a walk through of all 3 ships.


(d) March 2010 Disaster

Chairman Severance noted New London, Middlesex and Fairfield Counties have been approved for disaster declaration.  He reviewed repairs/replacement to Dock, Story Hill and Hoop Pole Hill Roads.  There were 3 businesses and 1 resident in Chester who filed claims.   Those claims were denied by the President.  Those 4 entities had until last Friday to call 211 and report their appeal.  A letter will be sent from the Governor to the President later this week requesting a change in his decision.  

Chairman Severance reviewed in detail the repair/replacement of Dock Road and the repairs to Story Hill, Goose Hill and Hoop Pole Hill.  The Dock Road work will have to go out to bid and the others will require quotes.  If the work is $63,200 or more, a cost benefit analysis must be done.  This entails gathering information on pieces of apparatus used and number of volunteer man hours, etc.  The same thing must be done for the Public Works Department.

Chairman Severance gave a status report on Town shelters.  The main shelter is Whelen Engineering.  Other shelters include St. Joseph's Church, Congregation Beth Shalom and United Church.  The Red Cross noted parishioners are more likely to go to a Church rather than to a strange place.  Severance noted the Churches if designated as a shelter are eligible and will submit applications for generators.  Deputy Chief Gryzbowski suggested using the Elementary School if a generator would be available for that location.  The main reason it is not currently used is that it does not have a generator.   Chairman Severance noted the Town has a supportive care agreement with Chesterfield's and Aaron Manor for anyone who has medical needs.  It was agreed Chairman Severance and Deputy Chief Gryzbowski will discuss further whether or not to use the Elementary School as a shelter.

9.  New Business – none.

10.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

