Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, February 18, 2009
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, February 18, 2009, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio member Fire Chief Charles Greeney Jr. was also present.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM.

Item 1 - Approval of January 21, 2009 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to approve January 21, 2009 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2 - Audience of Citizens - none.

Item 3 - Report of Fire Marshal - none.

(a) 2009-2010 Budget will be covered under Item 7.

Item 4 - Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted there was a total of 709 calls from January 1, 2008 to December 30, 2008 broken down as follows - Fire 38, Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat (no fire) 1, Rescue & Emergency Medical Service Incident 545, Hazardous Condition (no fire) 20, Service Call 15, Good Intent Call 12, False Alarm & False Call 59, Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 2.  

Chief Greeney noted things have been pretty quiet in the last couple weeks.

Item 5 - Report of First Selectman - none.

Chairman Severance noted he attended the recent Board of Selectmen's meeting.   There was discussion regarding the traffic light and barriers at the Route 154 bridge that is closed for replacement.  There was also discussion regarding the need for a side walk on Water Street.

Item 6 - Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance noted the February 14th exercise went well.  It was attended by various representatives from fire and police departments, search and rescue units, marine patrol boats, marinas and yacht clubs.  The purpose of the exercise was to prepare these individuals in the event of a major hurricane and to assist them in writing an emergency management plan.  There was discussion regarding whether someone could live on their boat and ride out a hurricane.  Chief Greeney noted Connecticut State Statute 7-313e states a fire chief has the power to remove someone once an emergency has been declared.  Severance noted if an individual absolutely refuses to leave, they should be notified once the wind reaches a certain level, no one will come to rescue them.  

Chairman Severance noted there will be an exercise of the Emergency Operation Center sometime in the next two to three months.  

Chairman Severance noted fire chiefs will be deciding how they want to spend their funds from the Regional Emergency Planning Team this year, possibly for a training trailer.  Last year, an animal trailer was approved to be shared by 30 towns which will be kept in the Durham.  This has been approved and just waiting for paperwork.  Severance noted if the Town has a shelter, it must also have a place for animals close by.  If it goes beyond the 350 animal capacity, there is one in Hartford that has a capacity of 500.  

There was discussion regarding special needs individuals.  Chairman Severance noted there is no mandate for special needs.

Chairman Severance reviewed the POD (point of distribution) site which is located at Whelen Engineering.  The Public Health Department has a POD which is called point of dispensing.  There will be an exercise on May 19th for dispensing.  Chester needs to determine where it's point of dispensing will be located.  Severance noted in the State of Connecticut only essential personnel and their families will be given medication in the event of a public health emergency.  Essential personnel includes all fire, police, EMS and Town Hall staff.

Item 7 - Financial Report

(a) 2008-2009 Budget

Chief Greeney noted bills were submitted yesterday and everything is pretty much the same as last month.  

(b) 2009-2010 Budget (Hose Company)

Chief Greeney reviewed the 2008 Present Budget and the proposed 2009/2010 Budget revised from discussion last month.  Motion by Zanardi, second by Schreiber, to approve the 2009/2010 Chester Hose Company Budget (including the Board of Fire Commissioner's budget) as proposed in the amount of $221,072.00.  Voting in favor - Zanardi, Schreiber, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Chairman Severance noted the 2009/2010 Fire Marshal Budget would be the same as last year's with no increase.  Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to approve the 2009/2010 Fire Marshal's Budget as proposed in the amount of $9,775.00.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Item 8 - Old Business

(a) Emergency Management Grant Equipment Wish List

Chairman Severance noted the Equipment Wish List for the Emergency Management Grant will need to be compiled within the next couple of weeks.  He noted there needs to be another computer for the Emergency Operations Center.  WiFi has now been installed in the EOC.  

Item 9 - New Business

Chief Greeney commended Mr. Zanardi on a job well done with the recent Historical Society event held on January 25th.  The idea of having everyone in a circle went well.   It was noted attendance was over 70 people.  

Item 10 - Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to adjourn at 8:52 PM.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
