Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, December 17, 2008
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, December 17, 2008, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance were Commissioners Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, John Divis, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio members present included Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr. and Deputy Chief James Grzybowski.  Recording Secretary Judith Brown was also present.

Item 1 – Approval of November 19, 2008 Minutes

Motion By Schreiber, second by Janecek, to approve November 19, 2008 Minutes amended as follows:

· Page 1, under 4.  Report of Fire Chief, last sentence should read, “Chief Greeney noted the truck made the 2009 Rosenbauer Display Calendar for this year.”

Voting in favor – Schreiber, Janecek, Zanardi, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2 – Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3 – Report of Fire Marshal – none.

Item 4 – Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted Fire Marshal Negrelli had requested a copy of the National Fire Incident Reporting System report for January.  Greeney advised Negrelli the reports are very large and are emailed to Hartford every month.  

There was a brief discussion regarding the cause of the Cedar Street house fire, which was classified as “undetermined.”  There was also a brief discussion regarding the recent call at Castle View.

Chief Greeney noted the new truck went out yesterday to have the driver’s seat installed.  It should be back this week.  The remaining balance of $31,877 will be paid after the first of the year.  


Chief Greeney noted the boat has been taken out, winterized and stored inside.

Chief Greeney reviewed the calls for the month of November – 36 medicals, 10 MVA’s, 3 fires, 1 electrical pole fire, 3 brush fires and 4 false alarms.

Chief Greeney noted the closure of the Route 154 Bridge is scheduled for December 29th for the duration of the project.  

Item 5 – Report of First Selectman – none.

Item 6 – Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance noted as of yesterday there had been no approval of the 2009 Emergency Management Planning Grant.  They are overcommitted by $125,000.  There is another meeting on Friday.  Hopefully Chester will come out okay.  The FEMA Grant is effective October 1st.  Part 1 is $6,000, Part 2 is $2,500 and Part 3 is $5000.  Chairman Severance noted Chester was one of the first applications in so it should be okay.

Chairman Severance noted he will give the Debris Management Plan to John Divis and Tom Marsh.  This Plan is a requirement of the Department of Emergency Management Homeland Security.  There are several Federal and State laws governing this subject.  Chairman Severance noted he will meet with John Divis on Friday to review the Plan.  It will then need to be signed by First Selectman Marsh and submitted to Department of Emergency Management.  Severance briefly reviewed the Plan.  He noted the Town will pick up at curb only.  The debris has to be in six separate piles and no contaminated material will be picked up.  Mr. Schreiber asked who makes the decision as to whether or not material is contaminated.  Severance replied the hauler makes that decision.   Ms. Janecek asked who educates the homeowner as to what it can and cannot put out for pick up.  Severance noted the Public Information Officer educates homeowners in advance.  Severance also noted the Town (hauler) cannot cross on to private property without 3 signed forms from the property owner – hold harmless agreement, insurance coverage caveat and permission to enter.  

Chairman Severance noted there is going to be a Valley Shore Maritime Hurricane Workshop & Tabletop Exercise on February 14, 2009.  Severance briefly reviewed the event and who will be attending. 

Peter Zanardi noted on January 25, 2009 the Historical Society and Fire Department are holding a combined event to talk about the history of the Fire Department.  This will also be an opportunity to show off the new equipment.  The focal point will be the Jennings Fire from 1976.

Item 7 – Financial Report


(a) 2008-2009 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the budget is about 65 percent expended.  All the equipment has been tested.  Medical exams are complete, but no bill has been received yet.

Item 8 – Old Business


(a) Emergency Management Grant Equipment Wish List

Discussed during the Report of Emergency Management Director.

Item 9 – New Business

There was a brief discussion regarding the progress of the town sewer project.  John Divis reported things are progressing.  There may be some blasting soon.  There was a sink hole by 123 Main Street that was fixed.  Ms. Janecek asked if the Route 154 bridge project could be delayed while the sewer project is going on.  Divis noted there may be a possibility of delaying the start of the bridge.  

Item 10 – Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to adjourn at 8:10 PM.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Zanardi, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
