Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, September 17, 2008



The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, September 17, 2008, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance and seated were Joel Severance, John Divis, Richard Schreiber and Charlene Janecek.  Ex-officio members present were Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr. and Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli.  Also present was Judith Brown (Recording Secretary) and Peter Zanardi.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM.

Item 1 – Approval of July 16, 2008 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to approve July 16, 2008 Minutes as written.  PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Item 2 – Audience of Citizens

Chairman Severance noted he invited Peter Zanardi to attend a meeting as he has shown an interest in filling the vacancy on the Commission.  The Town process for appointing members was reviewed.  Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to communicate with the Board of Selectmen in recommending Peter Zanardi fill the vacancy on the Board of Fire Commissioners.  PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Item 3 – Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli gave his report for the previous month’s activities, including burning permits, liquor permits, inspections, insurance investigations.  Fire Marshal Negrelli noted he is disturbed on the time it takes for the State Fire Marshal’s Office to get back to him on the cause of structure fires.   

Item 4 – Report of Fire Chief

Fire Chief Greeney noted there were 71 calls for the month of August and 489 from January 1 to August 31.  

Fire Chief Greeney noted the new ATV has arrived.  

Chief Greeney reviewed the new truck and the issues with Palmer in Massachusetts.  They were supposed to have the truck for two weeks and they had it for seven weeks.  The truck is here in Chester but has a problem.  Chief Greeney advised Palmer the final payment wouldn’t be made until the truck was repaired, and that it would be repaired in Chester and not taken back to Palmer.  The Chief explained the problem.  Chief Greeney noted he no longer deals with Palmer but rather the factory.  The motor has an oil leak but the okay has been given to go to Detroit for repair.  The new truck is now in service but it has to be fed with water.  

Chief Greeney noted they will be doing the fireworks this Saturday.  There is also a swim event at Cockaponsett State Forest they will be doing.  

Chief Greeney noted they ordered some new 5 inch hose.

Chief Greeney reviewed the leaking problem with the boat noting it has been taken to Atlantic Outboard for repair of the opening in the bow.  

Chief Greeney noted all testing of equipment has been done.  The only test left is the pump test.  

Chief Greeney briefly reviewed the Saturday night accident on Route 148.  It was partly an accident and partly a crime scene.  

Chief Greeney noted a neighbor has been coming over complaining about activity at the Fire House.  If this continues, he will report it to the proper authorities.  Chairman Severance noted the neighbor should be told there is a Board of Fire Commissioners meeting every third meeting of the month and if there are concerns, they should be voiced at this meeting.

Item 5 – Report of First Selectmen – none.

Item 6 – Financial Report

Chief Greeney noted he hasn’t gotten an update, but things should be fine.  There were a few unexpected items that came up but they’ve been taken care of.

Item 7 – Old Business

(a) Hose Company Officer Continuity – nothing further, this item should be removed from the agenda.

(b) New Fire Truck – Status Update – already done under Chief’s Report.

(c)  Disposal of 79 and 762

Chairman Severance reviewed the disposal of 79 and 762.  He noted 79 has been sold (check in hand for the appraisal amount) and commended those involved in this process.  

(d) Emergency Management Grant Equipment Wish List

Chairman Severance reviewed the Emergency Management Grant Equipment approval request.  He noted he has completed and delivered the request for 2009.  He explained the cost share portion ($6000) of the grant and $5000 which is not cost sharing.  There is another $2500 for computer equipment.  

(e) Commodity Distribution Site – this item can be removed from the agenda.

Chairman Severance reviewed some of the issues with commodity distribution sites in Houston from the recent Hurricane Ike.  He noted Chester’s commodity distribution site is located at Whelen Engineering Company.  There is also a meeting tomorrow night to discuss a regional distribution site in the event the Whelen site is not accessible.  The local shelter is also located at Whelen Engineering Company.  The local regional shelter is John Winthrop School in Deep River.  

Item 8 – New Business

Peter Zanardi noted the Historical Society holds 3 programs a year and one of those will be honoring the fire department.  Representatives from the Historical Society will be attending the next fire company meeting to discuss this.  The tentative date is sometime in January and it will be at the Meeting House.

Chairman Severance noted when the meeting adjourns Commissioners are invited to take a look at the new ATV and the new fire truck.

Commissioner Janecek asked if a firefighter is injured at the fire house (not being on a call) are they covered by insurance.  Chief Greeney replied yes and reviewed existing insurance coverage.  

Chairman Severance noted the new Emergency Operations Center is almost up and running.  The current Center is in the lobby of the Town Hall and is moving up to the large conference room upstairs.  There will be an exercise once things are finally set up.

It was noted the new water main and hydrants have been put in on Goose Hill Road by the Connecticut Water Company.  They are in service as of yesterday.

Item 9 – Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to adjourn at 8:20 PM to look at the new ATV and fire truck.  PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
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