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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance and seated were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, John Divis and Charlene Janecek.  Ex-officio members present were Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr., Deputy Fire Chief James Grzybowski and Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

1.  Approval of May 21, 2008 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janacek, to approve May 21, 2008 Minutes as written.  SO VOTED.

2.  Audience of Citizens – none.

3.  Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Negrelli gave a report of the month's activities including inspections, burning permits, tank removals, fire works inspection and the Signal 50 on East Liberty Street last week.  He also delivered copies of the 2008 Emergency Response Guidebook.

4.  Report of the Fire Chief

Chairman Severance welcomed Chief Greeney back as Fire Chief.  James Grzybowski is now Deputy Fire Chief.  

Chief Greeney reviewed 68 calls for the month of June.  

Chief Greeney reported the new fire truck will be in Palmer, MA for the next 3 weeks.  79 has been completely stripped and the oil changed.  Waiting for DOT inspection and it will then be turned over to the Board of Fire Commissioners for disposal.  762 will remain in service until the new truck comes back.

John Divis reported he has been contact with an appraiser from Randolph, Vermont.  They can't come down to do an appraisal but if we supply photos and specs they will do an appraisal for $75 per truck.  Aaron Henkind is interested in the rescue truck.  It was noted the $150 will not come from the Hose Company budget but from the Town budget as it is the Town that is disposing of these two vehicles.  Deputy Chief Grzybowski will email Chairman Severance photos of the trucks.  Chairman Severance will discuss the $150 with First Selectman Marsh on Monday.  

Chairman Severance noted he received a CD of Evacuation Routes and Shelters for Region 2 which he gave to Chief Greeney.  Region 3 Shelters have yet to be determined.

Chairman Severance asked how many cots The Hose Company has as there are some available either through the State or the Red Cross.  The Hose Company has 8 cots, but it really does not have the room to store any more.

Chairman Severance noted he had a copy of the draft Emergency Management Frequency Plan.  Towers are being erected so they can reach Chester from New Haven.  Chief Greeney noted he reviewed the plan and those towers will not be of any help.  Chairman Severance agreed.

5.  Report of First Selectman – none.

6.  Financial Report

(a) 2007-2008 Budget – Deputy Chief Grzybowski noted the 2007-2008 budget is 99.9 percent expended.

(b) 2008-2009 Budget – Chief Greeney noted nothing has been spent to date.

7.  Old Business

(a) Hose Company Officer Continuity

It was noted officers stayed the same except for the Chief and Deputy Chief swapping positions and Jimmy Schaefer is Second Lieutenant.

(b) New Fire Truck – Status Update

Chief Greeney noted earlier in the meeting the new truck is in Palmer, MA.  Rick Schreiber noted the new truck is incredible and will efficiently take the place of 79 and 762.  Chairman Severance noted there should be some publicity for it when it returns to Town.  John Divis suggested having an Open House during Fire Prevention Week with the new truck as the main event.

(c) Disposal of 79 and 762 – discussed earlier in the meeting.

8.  New Business

(a) Emergency Management Grant Equipment List – discussed earlier in the meeting.

(b) Commodity Distribution Site

Chairman Severance noted he met with John Olson at Whelen's.  Mr. Olson has now designated one of his buildings as the Commodity Distribution Site.  Mr. Olson also confirmed that Whelen would be the local shelter in the event of such a need.  Chairman Severance noted the regional shelter for this area is John Winthrop High School.  He also noted the State is negotiating with community colleges for statewide shelters.

(c) Old Apparatus Specs – discussed earlier in the meeting.

(d) July 17th Dinner Meeting – VSEMA

Chairman Severance reminded everyone that tomorrow was the VSEMA dinner.

(e) It was agreed to cancel the August Board of Fire Commissioners meeting.

9.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

