THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD OF FINANCE MEETING

Town of Chester Connecticut

Board of Finance
May 27, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

The Chester Board of Finance held a meeting on Thursday, May 27, 2009 at the Chester Meeting House, Chester Connecticut.  The meeting was called to order at 8:20 p.m.  In attendance included:  John Brodzinski, Virginia Carmany, Jennifer Wislocki, Dave Cohen, Rick Morrow, Henry Krempel, and Rich Nankee (seated for Chris Johnson).
Comments on Town Budget Vote
Henry Krempel stated that residents are confused.  They feel that the Supervision District and the Region 4 budgets are not yet finalized.  He added that residents do not understand that, at this point, if anything needs to change in the educational budget, it will come out of the elementary school budget only as the Region 4 budgets are already final.

Tom Marsh responded that there has been discussion in the past to not include the Region 4 value in the budget.  It has been done both ways in the past.  

Virginia Carmany added that if the revaluation was rolled back to the 2003 analysis, we would be short money.  The BOF discussed the process used for the revaluation.  
Setting the Mil Rate
Jennifer Wislocki reported that in order to raise the revenue to meet the budget approved, the mil rate needs to be set at 21.11.

Virginia Carmany made a motion to set the mil rate at 21.11.  The motion was seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Tax Collector’s Report
The Tax Collector’s Report was included in the Board’s packet.  Overall, taxes collected are at 100.03%.  
There were no comments made on the monthly financial reports included in the Board packet.
Consideration and Approval of Bills
Virginia Carmany made a motion to transfer $2,131.90 from BOF legal contingency line item to the following line items:

$96.00

Assessor

$288.00
General Legal

$564.20 
Inland Wetlands

$1023.70 
P&Z

$160 .00
Sanitation

The motion was seconded.

Tom Marsh reported that a lawsuit was filed against the town from the 10 Directions facility.  They are contesting their tax exempt status, as expected.  The town is pursuing the demolition of the Diaz house.

The motion passed unanimously.

Virginia Carmany made a motion to transfer $3,500 from Fire Protection Ambulance Regular Payroll to Fire Protection Ambulance outside Contractor.  The motion was seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
A motion was made to transfer $4,140.86 from Police Protection Regular Payroll to Police Protection Resident Trooper Private Duty in the amount of $200.66, Police Protection Resident Trooper Overtime in the amount of $3,803.16 and Police Protection Private Duty in the amount of $137.04.  The motion was seconded.  

Tom Marsh reported that there are Grants that will reimburse a portion of the police protection.  Tom continued that regarding the DUI grants, the town pays 25%.  Tom has instructed Adam to discontinue with this program due to the budget and the fact that the state will begin to charge Chester 1 ½ times on benefits.  This would increase the overtime costs to $100 per hour.  

The motion passed unanimously.

Review and Approval of Suspense List
Tom Marsh distributed a Suspense List.  This list included all owed property taxes.  While the taxes are still owed, they are “taken off the books”.  The Tax Collector reviewed the list and determined that all avenues for collecting the taxes have been exhausted.  The total request is for $14,795.00.  
Virginia Carmany made a motion to approve the Suspense List valued at $14,795.00 as presented.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Appointment of Auditor for Fiscal Year 08/09
Jennifer Wislocki reported that the town has been using Marien and Company for auditing purposes.

A motion was made and seconded to appoint Marien and Company as the Town’s auditor.

Tom Marsh reported that we are currently in the second year of a three year contract.  He has been pleased with their work.

The motion passed unanimously.

The next meeting is scheduled for June 18, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
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