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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, May 21, 2008, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance were Commissioners Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, John Divis and Charlene Janecek.  Ex-officio members present included Fire Chief James Grzybowski, Deputy Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr. and Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli.  Also present were Recording Secretary Judith Brown and Julie Ann Divis.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

1.  Approval of April 16, 2008 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to approve April 16, 2008 Minutes as written.  SO VOTED.

2.  Audience of Citizens – none.

3.  Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli gave a report for the month's activities including burning permits, seminars and inspections.

4.  Report of Fire Chief

Chief Grzybowski noted there were 57 calls for the month of April.

Chief Grzybowski noted he received a call from the Zoning Compliance Officer that the Connecticut Water Company was going to install a water main along a portion of Goose Hill Road and in the process would be relocating the fire hydrant at 41 Goose Hill about 100 feet to the north.  

5.  Report of First Selectman – none.

6.  Financial Report

(a) 2007-2008 Budget

Chief Grzybowski noted the Hose Company budget is 86 percent expended and the Ambulance budget is 88 percent expended.  Some transfers were made in to Gas & Oil.  Overall the budget is in good shape.  The Outside Contractor line item is getting tight so there may be the need to make a transfer at some point.

(b) 2008-2009 Budget

Commissioner Schreiber and Chief Grzybowski attended the Board of Finance public hearing.  All questions were answered.  Everything went fine.  The budget vote is next Tuesday.

7.  Old Business

(a) Hose Company Officer Continuity

The Committee will be meeting on June 11th after the Hose Company monthly meeting.  The slate will be posted at the June meeting and elections will be in July.

(b) New Fire Truck – Status Update

It was noted Hose Company members are slated to go to Wyoming, Minnesota the week of June 17th to pick up the new fire truck.  Pictures of the new truck were distributed for review.

(c) Disposal of 79 and 762

Chairman Severance noted the truck specs will be required for disposal of 79 and 762.  Commissioner Divis noted he is looking into getting an appraisal of the old equipment.

8.  New Business

(a) Emergency Management Grant Wish List

It was noted the fire department, the police department and the town are going together to get one piece of equipment (Polaris Ranger 646) which will be obtained through the Emergency Management Grant and donations.  A lot of fire departments have this vehicle which is being used for tactical operations.  In-house training will be available for everyone which will reduce the insurance cost.  This vehicle will benefit the fire department, law enforcement, EMS and public works department.  

(b) Commodity Distribution Site

Chairman Severance noted Emergency Management and Homeland Security require towns to have a commodity distribution site in the event of a disaster (hurricane, etc.).  There was discussion as to the location of the commodity distribution site, as well as the Town's Emergency Shelter.  There will be a State Radio Exercise on June 10th which Chairman Severance will participate in as the Town's Emergency Management Director.  Severance also noted the Connecticut Health Department radio has arrived, but has not been tested yet.  Each town also needs to have a temporary site for debris management (temporary storage disposal site while waiting for the State to take debris to a permanent disposal site).  

(c) Old Apparatus Specs – covered under Old Business above.

(d) July 17th Dinner Meeting – VSEMA

The Chester Hose Company will be hosting the Valley Shore Emergency Management Association Annual Dinner on July 17th.

9.  Adjournment

Motion by Janecek, second by Schreiber, to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  SO VOTED.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

