Flooding condition guesstimates from the Chester Office of Emergency Management
Posted 0900 Tuesday, March 30, 2010
We have two flooding conditions to be concerned with.  Flash Flooding from significant rain amounts over a short period of time (1982 flood) and freshets the rising of the Connecticut River (1984 flood).  

Flash flooding is the most dangerous and causes the most damage due to rushing water.   The water currently in Great Brook is at, but has not overtopped, Water Street YET.  We are watching two dams near the Center that are high risk.

Freshets are caused when heavy Spring rains cover the area; particularly up north, on the River, in Massachusetts, Vermont and New Hampshire, melting the snow cover.  All of which, rain water, snow melt come down the River to us.  This flooding is slow rising and predictable.

During this rain event we are concerned with both conditions.

At high tide last night (midnight) the water was one foot over Dock Road.  The NOAA prediction is tonight thru Thursday night, levels in the River could rise an additional 3-4’.  See attached chart for Middletown.  We crest approximately ¾ of a day after Middletown.  This does not bode well for Dock Road access.  And we can anticipate an additional 2-3 inches of rain.

We have an additional problem on Dock Road.  The roadway between the two water level markers is seriously deteriorated.  Extreme caution should be taken when attempting to transit this area.

Caveat:  Wind and tides have an impact on our freshet conditions.  Southerly winds tend to blow the water up the River ... northerlies the opposite.  Also to be taken into consideration in predictions, is a Nor’easter tends to blow water into Long Island Sound which in turn stacks it up the Connecticut River.   NOAA predicts the wind to blow from the Northeast 20-30 MPH tonight maybe up to 30-40 tomorrow.
River cresting should be over by Friday ... again this is dependent on rainfall and wind direction.
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